
method of securing its ends, is again described and illustrated.
Quoting from the first of these, I said :

It occasionally happens
. . .

that the different layers of
tissue passed through in the course of the operation must be
sutured separately in order to insure a good result. Here catgut
will not answer, for the reason that it is dissolved or, at all events,
weakened, before it' has answered its purpose, and the sutured
layers separate widely in spite of every care. To meet the require¬
ments of these cases I have devised a suture which, while it
serves all the purposes of a deeply buried layer suture, at the same
time can be removed. I have called this the "crossed suture."
Silkworm gut or sill; may be used for this purpose, but the former
is preferable. Both ends of the thread are threaded with needles
of the proper curve, and both are passed beneath the lowermost
or the deepest layer to be sutured, at sufficient distance from the
edge to obtain a good hold thereon. As the thread is drawn
through either edge of the layer, the loop is drawn taut beneath.
The thread is now crossed, the needle which passed the latter
through the outer edge crossing over the inner edge, and that which
passed the thread through the' inner edge going to the outer. The
needles are now passed through the next layer as before, from
below upward, securing a firm hold as in the first layer.

The threads are again drawn taut and crossed as before, each
time of crossing securing a layer until the surface is reached, the
last layer, of course, being formed by the skin itself.

While Dr. Canac-Marquis concludes his operation by the
use of "a lead nickel-plated shield threaded and shotted," I have
for some years attained the same result in a slightly different
manner. Quoting from my book, "A Treatise on Appendicitis,"
1900:

The crossed sutures are tied in pairs on either side of the wound.
In order to guard against cutting of the skin from the silkworm
gut. the sutures are tied over "bolsters" of sterile gauze or, what
I find exceedingly convenient for this purpose, sections of thick-
walled tubing of soft rubber (aspirator tubing) are used, the silk¬
worm gut being passed through the lumen of the tubing.This method gives all the advantages of buried layer sutures, and
yet places completely within control the length of time the sutures
are to remain in place.

. .

Removal is accomplished by cut¬
ting the suture beneath the bolster on one side, and making traction
on the other end of the thread.

While my first article was in the hands of the printer, and
after I had employed the method of thus placing a removable
layer suture in practically all the situations in which it is
applicable, Well's translation of the first edition of Pozzi's
work on gynecology appeared. I then became aAvare, for the
first time, through a very scant reference to the matter by
Pozzi (Vol. II, pp. 980, 981), that a similar suture had been
described by Heppner for the perineum.

Taking up, next, Dr. Canac-Marquis' "Technic of Herniotomy
for Radical Cure of Hernia": Bryant, as 'far back as 1889,
advocated the use of the hernia! sac itself to form a pad of
resistance to intra-abdominal pressure. In the "Transactions
of the New York State Medical Association," 1889, under the
heading "Treatment of Hernia," Dr. Bryant says:

I can not close this portion of the subject without calling to
your attention a somewhat newer method of operating that I have
practised on three distinct occasions. It certainly has some features
that commend it. It is performed by weaving the sac,
after its separation and its neck has been tied with catgut, into
the pillars of the ring.

He then illustrates slits through which the sac is woven back
and forth, "and finally the whole mass is quilted with deep
stitches of catgut."

Though the details of Bryant's old operation, since aban¬
doned, differs somewhat from your correspondent's, still the
fundamental principle involved remains the same, and, "honor
Avhere honor is due."

In regard to Dr. Canac-Marquis' "New Modification of Alex¬
ander's Operation for

.

Shortening the Round Ligaments," 1
would recall to your attention the fact that in the "Annals
of Surgery," 1896, occurs a paper by Robert Abbe, entitled
"Fixation of Round Ligaments in Alexander's Operation."
After referring to a previous method of his OAvn, Abbe says:

The idea occurred to me of utilizing the round ligament itself
for the double purpose of sewing up the inguinal canal and securingthe ligament immovably.This, I found, was easily accomplished when the ligament was
drawn out four inches, as was always readily done.Theligament was drawn on until the uterus was firmly held well
forward. The needle and loop now drew the ligament through
new punctures on either side of the canal, crossing it to become
a continuous suture for the canal. Three such stitches completelyclosed the canal up to the spine of the pubis, and left more than
an inch and a half of ligament over. This was turned back over
the last portion of the wound and stitched to it by one fine catgutstitch.

The use of living tissue as a suture thus serves the double pur¬
pose of fixing the uterus immovably and binding the canal per¬
manently.

This is identical with your correspondent's method, except
in the minor details of closing the superficial structures.

Unless your contributor can substantiate his implied claim
as the originator of these three points in technic by publica¬
tions bearing date earlier than 1889 in the case of the hernia
operation, 1891 in the case of the removable layer or figure-of-
eight suture, and 1896 in the case of the modified Alexander's
operation, the credit of the method of weaving the pillars of
the ring together by means of the sac itself should be given
to Bryant, that of a removable suture to Heppner and myself,
and that of employing the round ligament to close the inguinal
canal and at the same time secure the uterus in position in
Alexander's operation to Abbe.

George Ryerson Fowler.

Marriages.
Charles P. Pinckard, M.D., to Miss Mary Losey Graff, both

of Chicago, April 25.
J. Julius Richardson, M.D., to Miss Dorothy Flynn, both

of AVashington, D. C, April 20.
Hugh G. Nicholson, M.D., to Miss Roberta Coleman, both

of Charleston, W. Va., April 16.
Tasso Oliver Felix, M.D., DoAvns, Kan., to Miss Neva Lee

Trusdle of Kirwin, Kan., April 16.
William A. Campbell, M.D., Chicago, to Miss Jeannette E.

Halsted, at Muskegon, Mich., April 15.

Deaths.

Matthew Gardner, M.D. McGill University, Montreal, 1871, a
member of the American Medical Association; chief surgeon of
the Southern Pacific Railway system ; a member of the Cali¬
fornia State and San Francisco County medical societies;
eminent in his profession and universally beloved, died at the
Southern Pacific Hospital, San Francisco, April 18, a few hours
after an operation for appendicitis, aged 56. He leaves an
estate of a value estimated at from $75,000 to $80,000.

Joseph S. Eastman, M.D. Missouri Medical College, St. Louis,
1878, one of the founders and first president of the Oakland
College of Medicine and Surgery, and a member of the state and
county medical societies, died at his home in Berkeley, Cal,
April 19, after an illness of six months, aged 48.

Henry Clinton Bunce, M.D. Medical Institution of Yale Col¬
lege, New Haven, 1850, assistant surgeon of the First Con¬
necticut Heavy Artillery in the Civil War, died at his home in
Glastonbury, Conn., April 15, after a protracted illness, aged 78.

William Flood Smith, M.D. College of Physicians and Sur¬
geons, Baltimore, 1889, and thereafter professor of anatomy in
the same institution, died from pneumonia at the Protestant
Infirmary, Baltimore, April 14, after a short illness, aged 38.

John M. Allen, M.D. University of Pennsylvania, Philadel¬
phia, 1840, surgeon of the Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Volun¬
teers in the Civil War, died at his home in Chester, Pa., from
paralysis, after a short illness, April 20, aged 84.

Charles L. Howard, M.D. Medical College of Indiana, Indian¬
apolis, 1890, of St. Paul, Ind., was instantly killed in a col¬
lision between an automobile Avhich he was driving and a street
car at Indianapolis, April 18.

John F. Gaylord, M.D. Medical Institution of Yale College,NeAV HaA-en, 1878, a member of the Samoset Medical Associa¬
tion, died at his home in Plymouth, Mass., April 14, after a lin¬
gering illness, aged 45.

Sherman Hartwell Chapman, M.D. College of Physicians and
Surgeons, New York, 1809, a specialist in diseases of the throat
and lungs, died at his home in NeAV Haven, April 15, from heart
disease, aged 59.

James M. Brown, M.D. Jefferson Medical College, Philadel¬
phia, 1875, a member of the American Medical Association,
died at his home in Philadelphia, April 11, after an illness of
several months.

L. Hart Kitchel, M.D. University of Buffalo, 1870, died from
concussion of the brain and spine, resulting from a fall two
months before, at his home in Alden, N. Y., April 20, aged 57.

Andrew G. Selman, M.D. Transylvania University, Lexington,  ., 1843, a surgeon in the Civil War, Avho retired from practicein 1893, died at his home in Indianapolis, April 17, aged 81.
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Arthur Jones, M.D. Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia,
1898, of Bellevue, Ohio, died at his mother's home from pneu¬
monia, April 15, after an illness of one week, aged 37.

Cornelius H. Woodcox, M.D. Bennett College of Eclectic
Medicine and Surgery, Chicago, 1890, of Coldwater, Mich., died
from heart disease at Gilead, Mich., aged 59.

Uriah M. Gibbs, M.D. University of Nashville, 1897, died at
his home in Haneeville, Ala., from the effects of strychnin taken
in mistake for calomel, April 18, aged 33.

William M. Griffith, M.D. Hahnemann Medical College, Phila¬
delphia, 1872, died at his home in Philadelphia, April 20, from
pneumonia, after a short illness, aged 53.

Frank B. Williams, M.D. New York Homeopathic Medical
College and Hospital, 1884, died at his home in Brooklyn, N. Y.,
from Bright's disease, April 19, aged 39.

William S. Robertson, M.D. Medical College of Virginia,
Richmond, 1854, died at his home near Mount Hermon, Va.,
April 21, after a short illness, aged 72.

Samuel H. Kaighn, M.D. Medical College of Ohio, Cincinnati,
1866, died at his home in Leesburg, Va., April 13, from in¬
fluenza, after a short illness, aged 69.

Morton M. Dowler, Jr., M.D. Rush Medical College, Chicago,
1865, died at his home in Topeka, Kan., April 13, from consump¬
tion, after a long illness, aged 69.

Frederick A. Sweet, M.D. New York University, 1889, chief
surgeon of the El Paso and Northeastern Railway, died at his
home in Bisbee, Ariz., April 17.

Denman R. Kinsell, M.D. Homeopathic Hospital College,
Cleveland, 1857, died at his home in Columbus, Ohio, April 17,
after a long illness, aged 75.

Leonard Kittinger, M.D. Hahnemann Medical College, Phila¬
delphia, 1863, died from pneumonia at his home in Wilming¬
ton, Del., April 17, aged 68.

George M. MacMillon, M.D. Ohio Medical College, Cincinnati,
died April 16, at SeAvickley, Pa., from consumption, after an
illness of nine months.

A. C. Porter, M.D. Philadelphia University of Medicine and
Surgery, 1870, died suddenly at his home in Ashford, N. Y.,
March 26, aged 67.

Thomas Jefferson Elam, M.D. University of Nashville, 1858,
died suddenly from apoplexy at his home near Rucker, Tenn.,
April 20, aged 71.

Daniel H. S. Tuthill, M.D. Rush Medical College, Chicago,
1885, died from heart disease at his home in Chicago, April
18, aged 43.

John W. De Vaughan, M.D. Vanderbilt University, Nashville,
Tenn., 1883, died at his home in Milltown, Ala., April 19, from
paralysis.

John C. Willy, M.D. University of Zurich, Switzerland, 1874,
died suddenly from apoplexy at his home in New Orleans,
April 18.

Henry A. Mix, M.D. Rush Medical College, Chicago, 1864, a

surgeon during the Civil War, died at his home in Oregon, 111.,
April 22.

Franklin A. Sherman, M.D. Castleton (Vt.) Medical College,
1850, died at his home in Ballston,  . Y., April 22, aged 74.

Charles H. Link, M.D. Baltimore Medical College, 1898, died
recently at his home in Burlington Flats,  . Y.

Charles L. Youmans, M.D. Atlanta (Ga.) Medical College,
1895, died at his home in Baxley, Ga., April 8.

Medical Organization.
Sumner County (Tenn.) Medical Society.

The physicians of Sumner County met at Gallatili, April 6,
and perfected the organization of a county society, Avith Dr. L.
Miller Woodson, Gallatin, president; AndreAv J. SAvaney, Gal-
latin, vice-president, and delegate to the Tennessee State
Medical Society, and H. Reese, secretary and treasurer.

Buchanan County (Mo.) Medical Society.
At a meeting of physicians at St. Joseph, April 14, a neAV

county society Avas organized on the lines suggested by the
American Medical Association, Avith an initial membership of
about fifty. Dr. Thomas H. Doyle Avas elected president; Dr.
Thompson E. Potter, A'ice-president; Dr. J. M. Dunsmore, secre¬

tary, and Dr. Joseph J. Bansbach, treasurer, all of St. Joseph.
Drs. James K. Graham, Chester A. Tygart and James W. Hed-
dens Avere named as censors.

Grayson County ( Ky. ) Medical Society.
The physicians of Grayson County met at Lietchfield, April

14, and organized a county society after a talk from Dr. Charles
Z. AudjCecilian, president of the Hardin County Medical Society.
Dr. John M. Berry Avas elected president, and Dr. Andrew J.
Slayton, vice-president, and Dr. George W. Armes, secretary, all
of Leitchfield, and Dr. Henry C. Duvall, Millwood, was elected
delegate to the state society. The constitution and by-laws
of the American Medical Association was adopted in full.

Four States Reorganize in One Day.
Telegraphic reports from San Antonio, Texas; Lincoln, Neb.,

and NeAV Orleans, La., announce that on April 29 each of these
states adopted the constitution and by-laAvs recommended by
the American Medical Association, with practically no changes.
On the same date the Illinois State Medical Society also adopted
the same constitution. This makes eight state societies that
have adopted practically the same constitution within two
Aveeks.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

NOTES ON NEW ORLEANS.

Final Announcements Concerning the Session Next Week.

The Bureau of Information of the New Orleans
session, which will be located on the ground floor of the
Artillery Hall, entrance on St. Charles street, announces

the following:
Members of the committee will meet all incoming

trains May 4 and 5. Placards will be in evidence in

each station indicating where these gentlemen will be
found.

The bureau will have every facility for supplying all
kinds of information; this means male and female
clerks, index lists of all visiting physicians and their
ladies, railroad schedules, excursion information, tele-
graph, telephone, stenographer and typewriter, mes-

senger services, guide books, newspapers, cigars, etc.
The committee has completed all plans for the meet-
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